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W
hen I heard a colleague 
of mine had test-
driven the new, mark 
two version of the 

electronic Vesper, my inner child 
took over. “Wow!” was my first 
response as a smile erupted across 
my face. “I’d love to give it a try.” 
We ran an article on the original 
vehicle the middle of last year, but 
none of us ever had the chance to 
take the bike for a spin.

I finally got my opportunity in the 
area around Saigon Scooter Centre 
in Tan Binh. Less than a kilometre 
from the airport, the main road — 
Truong Son — and the winding back 
streets, potholes and alleys proved 
enough of an obstacle course to 
try this electronic masterpiece in a 
number of contrasting conditions.

Invented as a commuter bike by 
the unlikely duo of Lancashire-born 
Pat Joynt and American Rocky 
Mountains-raised William Sikes, the 
gearless vehicle is powered by a five-
horsepower, 10-inch engine built into 
the back wheel. The battery gives it 

40 kilometres drive time — more in 
an urban environment if you use the 
economy mode — with the charger 
built into the seat. It’s attractive, 
too. As Sikes explains, it’s got “that 
classic European feel that you don’t 
see in modern bikes”.

Perched up high upon the bike, 
my first reaction was glee. The 
vehicle is noiseless and as you 
rotate the accelerator, the pull of the 
engine gives you the feel of driving 
a dodgem car. But that’s where the 
similarity ends.

Powering down the alleyways, 
bumps, cracks and asphalt orifices 
left in my wake, I quickly clocked 
over 30mph on the electronic display 
speedometer. The acceleration, 
until you’ve got over your initial 
butterflies, is a touch jumpy. But a 
few minutes of familiarity, and the 
friendship is made — the inaudible 
whirrings of this bike are so smooth 
it’s a joy.

I then ventured into the traffic of 
Truong Son. Joynt had told me that 
no one notices that the bike is electric 

until you stop at traffic lights — only 
then do other bike drivers realise 
the engine is making no noise. I 
encountered that very situation as I 
waited to make a U-turn just outside 
the airport. Two people turned their 
heads in my direction and began to 
point. I then drove off and pumped 
the throttle. The bike comfortably hit 
50mph, close to its maximum.

Later as a few of us discussed 
the merits of the Vtronic, the 
question of price arose. Each bike 
is custom-made to order, with the 
cost starting at VND115 million. It’s 
quite a whack. Would you buy it? 
My response was yes. Certainly. The 
petrol savings may not amount to 
too much, but by going electronic 
you’re doing your own little bit for 
the environment. It’s a pleasure 
to drive, too — the electronic 
components have a lifespan of eight 
years. But the deciding factor is the 
look. This is a classic Vespa we’re 
talking about here, style mixed with 
substance.

Time to start saving. — Nick Ross

The VTronic, Take Two

THE SPECS

The Vtronic can be custom-built from most classic 
Vespas — restoration time is 10 to 12 weeks. There  
is also a slightly more expensive Lambretta version 
called the EBretta.

Life Cycle of Batteries — 3,000 charges
Estimated distance per charge— 40 km
 

 
 
Estimated KM of battery life — 105,000 km
Hours to charge — 4
Cost per charge — VND5,000
Cost of electricity per km — VND420
Cost of maintenance — VND1.05 million per 6 months

For more information email info@saigonscootercentre.com
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